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Wednesday,March 21, 2012
City Council, City and CountyofHonolulu c-

TO: Chair,ErnestK Martin,
Vice Chair,IkaikaAnderson, F
DistinguishedCouncilmembers

RE: Testimonyin Oppositionto Bill 10,Relating to the useof bagsprovided to customers. =

ChairMartin, Vice ChairAndersonandCommitteeMembers:

Thankyou for theopportunityto submittestimonyin oppositionto Bill 10, Relatingto theuseofbagsprovided
to customers.

While wesupportthe intent ofthemeasure,weurgethecommitteeto insteadsupportlanguagethat favors
consumerchoiceandappliesfees for bothpaperandplasticsingleusebags.A fee for both plasticand
paperbagswould provideamoreeffectivepolicy that createsawin for thecounty,consumers,
retailers,andtheenvironment.Currently,thestatelegislatureis consideringsimilar languagefor
statewideimplementationandwebelievethis is thebestvehicleto reducesingleusebaguse.A
uniformpolicy throughoutthestatewould ensureconsistentimplementationbyretailers.

This modelwould alsoallow retailersto fundeducationawarenessprogramsto reduceoveralluseof
single-usecheckoutbagswhile promotingtheuseofreusablebags.SinceKauaiandMaui counties
bannedplasticbagslastyear,retailerswereforcedto increasethesupplyofmoreexpensivepaper
bags. This hasdrasticallyincreasedbusinesscostsandbecausepaperbagstakemoreenergyto
manufactureandrecycle,theenvironmentis notnecessarilybenefitingfrom this change.

As you mayknow Times Supermarketis basedon O’ahuandoperates26 storeswith locationsin Maui,
Kaua’i and O’ahu. As an islandbasecompany,weunderstandthe constraintsof limited spaceand the
preservationof the uniquelandscapeof Hawaii. It is for this reasonthat we supportyour efforts in
mitigating challengingissuessuchassingleusebags,andthedisposalofbagsin landfills andhopethe
committeewill supportthis purposethrougha feeonbothplasticandpaperbaguse.

Pleasefeel freeto contactmeshould you haveany questionsregardingthis matterat (209)957-2555,
ext 153 or Bob Stout,Presidentof Time Supermarketat (808) 831-0811.We thankyou in advancefor
yourconsiderationandwe look forwardto continuingthedialogue.

Respectfully,

Bob Gutierrez
Directorof GovernmentAffairs,
Times SupermarketandBig SaveSupermarket
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